
Autumn 2021

From the Minister 
It feels like one of the most common phrases these days is 
“back to normal.” We could talk for ages about “normal” and 
whether we want to go back there…but it won’t surprise you 
to hear that I find the phrase “back to” problematic! We can’t 
go back. Not only because we can’t time travel, but also going 
“back” implies simply re-making what was, and I don’t believe 
God calls us to move backward. We are always called forward. 
Not to say I like the phrase “new normal” either, but at least 
it leads us on, rather than simply rebuilding our nostalgia. 

This season in worship we are exploring the theme 
“Uncovered” — what has God uncovered, what is God 
uncovering? Perhaps there is more than meets the human eye, 
maybe even something new waiting within us! Imagine all the 
things God can see that we might say “I didn’t know I had it 
in me.” Thinking about the church, and ourselves, can we 
imagine God doing something that would cause us to say in 
wonder, “We didn’t know we had it in us!” Let’s join in God’s 
work of uncovering something new-to-us, trusting that God 
sees the deepest truth and calls it forth.

~Teri Peterson, minister
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Upcoming Events 

3 October: Harvest 
Communion and National Day 
of Giving (see p.6) 

10 October: Gift Day continues 
— how do we give thanks? 

20-31 October: Teri off 

3, 10, 17, 24 October, 3pm: 
Connect COP26 Film Festival 
(see p.8) 

7 November: All Saints 
worship service (see p.6) 

14 November: Remembrance 
Sunday 

What is National 
Giving Day? 

The Church of Scotland has 
invited us all to take time this 
autumn to focus on giving — 
giving thanks, giving of 
ourselves and our energy/time, 
giving of our resources for the 
ministry God calls us to do. As 
we look back over the past 18 
months, what are we grateful 
for? What do we want to 
change for the future? Giving 
our money, time, and talent is a 
way to do both. St. John’s is 
counting our blessings and 
practicing generosity. Our 
October days of giving will be 
divided between Mind Mosaic 
& Belville Community Gardens.

CHURCH NOTES 
 St John’s Church of Scotland, Gourock
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Youth Organisations 
2nd Gourock Boys’ Brigade Company  

All three sections of our BB Company have returned for the 
new session following the summer break. Since March 2020 
throughout the pandemic the boys of the Anchors, Juniors 
and Company Sections have continued to meet weekly both 
remotely and face to face outdoors and indoors. 
Our leaders deserve great credit for the innovative ways in 
which they have engaged with the boys  providing action 
packed, challenging and fun activities for the boys in these 
most different of times. 
As the new BB session gets underway we are delighted so 
many of our current boys have returned and we have been 
delighted to welcome new members too. 
*Anchor Boys for Primary 1-3s meet on Tuesday evenings 
from 5.30-7pm. 
*Junior Section for Primary 4-6s meet on Monday evenings 
from 7-8.30pm.
*Company Section for P7-S6 meet on Friday evenings from 
7-9pm. 
A warm welcome awaits all current and new members as 
session 2021-22 gets underway . 

~Alan Aitken MBE, Company Captain 
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Church Flowers 

 Hi Folks, Hope everyone is 
surviving well through the 
pandemic. The Flower Fund 
began once more the last Sunday 
in March with one vase of flowers 
rather than two. This has 
remained the case until the 
present. A few people have 
donated to the fund recently and 
some have also kindly helped 
with deliveries. I'm not sure when 
things will return to 'normal ' but I 
hope for your continued support 
when this is possible. Feel free to 
contact me at anytime with 
questions or requests.  

   

Fundraising Group 

It is incredible to think that the 
last time we met together for a 
church fundraiser face to face was 
the “Leap into March” coffee 
morning on February 29th 2020. 
What a lot has happened since 
then!! It would be good to think 
we could get back to some sort 
of face to face event very soon 
not only to raise money for the 
church or charity but just to have 
a proper blether and catch up 
with folk – with cake of course!!. 
While a lot of us have still 
continued to contribute to 
charities in kind, time or with 
money we are very aware that all 
are struggling at present, 
including our own St John’s. 

When we are able to safely hold 
an event we will advertise this as 
widely as possible – and look 
forward to seeing you all again, 
along with new friends. 

~Ruth Bennett

Yours, Elsie Arthur
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Youth Organisations 
4th Gourock Brownies  

We had fortnightly Zoom meetings with the Brownies until 
May, and then a few weeks outside which was lovely to be in 
person. The theme of Thinking Day in 2021 was 
Peacebuilding, and all our activities were online, with girls 
earning badges for taking part in a range of activities. Locally 
we tied a ribbon of Friendship onto our church railings, and 
had our photos taken with wee Annie, who was dressed in a 
Guiding Tartan necktie for the week, and joined in lighting up 
Inverclyde displaying our Guiding Light in our windows 
between 19:10 and 20:21 to mark 111 years of Girl Guiding.
The girls worked on the Renfrewshire County Challenge 
badge this year. The four sections were Everything Rainbow, 
Covid, Out of Doors, and Fun. They had scavenger hunts, 
quizzes, made bird feeders and walk plaques, and created 
excellent self portraits using household items. Then just 
before summer, the Brownies planted sunflower seeds as part 
of the Grow Your Own badge, to look after them all summer. 
The Brownies started back on Wednesday 1st September and 
look forward to a year of friendship, fun, crafts, and games. If 
you or someone you know would like to join, let us know!

~Norma Ramsay, Brown Owl

*Would you, or your neighbours or family members, be 
interested in joining the Brownies or Guides? Visit 
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/
register-your-daughter/ to sign up.
*Would you be interested in volunteering with the 
Guides? We are looking for leaders! Visit https://
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/
register-your-interest/ to learn more.
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Finance Report 

We had hoped in 2021 to 
increase our 2020 offering by 5%. 
Instead at this point in the year, 
we are actually nearly 6%  behind 
last year, leaving us with a 
projected £14,000 deficit. 
Compared to 2019, we are 
actually 16% behind, so we will all 
need to help if we are to fund the 
mission God calls us to. 

Of course many who would 
normally bring their offering to 
the church haven’t been able to 
do so. If you would like to set up 
a standing order to facilitate your 
spiritual discipline of giving, 
please contact Peter: 
pfbennett@aol.com. And don’t 
forget to fill in a Gift Aid form too!  

When using Weekly Freewill 
Offering envelopes, note that 
envelopes from past years should 
not be used. Please dispose of all 
old envelopes as accurate 
allocation of donations is not 
possible with old envelopes. 

Your giving helps to support a 
variety of ministries, many of 
which have continued 
throughout the pandemic — 
including things we have moved 
online such as worship, Bible 
study, and other educational 
opportunities; youth and 
children’s work; supporting 
people who are lonely or 
grieving; work with schools and 
community groups, etc. 

And, of course, giving is part of 
our calling as Christians, a way we 
demonstrate our gratitude and 
our trust in God. It’s part of our 
spiritual practice to be generous 
with what God has given us. 

~Peter Bennett, Treasurer
Our youngest girls are the Smurfs. To learn more about 
the Smurfs, please contact Teri or the Church FB page.

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-your-interest/
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Starter Packs 
When lockdown restrictions were first introduced in March 
2020, Inverclyde Council asked us to remain open as we provide 
an essential service. In order to continue our work in these new 
circumstances, we had to make several changes, such as reducing 
our opening hours and creating bookable timeslots so that 
agency workers could collect their packs which would now be 
taken to them on a large trolley to minimise interactions. 
Additionally, in order to keep everyone safe, it was decided that 
only one member of staff would be in the depot at a time. This 
also meant no volunteers, and we have not been able to welcome 
them back yet as the space we have makes it very difficult to keep 
a safe distance and our ventilation system is not ideal. However, 
we do look forward to having our volunteers back when we feel it 
is safe for them to do so

During the initial lockdown, there was a reduction in the number 
of referrals we received as Housing Associations were not 
releasing properties for rent, so it was mainly private lets and 
people in emergency situations who required packs. In April 
when people were shielding, we provided cleaning packs to those 
who were receiving food packs as these items were not included. 
It was also discovered that some people didn’t have pots and 
utensils to cook with so we were happy to provide these items to 
Belville Community Garden who distributed them with the food 
and cleaning packs. We were able to receive extra funding from 
various sources to help fund these additional items and to also 
buy essential items for our packs as our donations had reduced. 

The second lockdown was very different and we were much 
busier. The number of packs we are currently giving out is back 
to what it was pre covid and sometimes we are even busier. In 
addition to helping local families and people in need, we have 
also been supplying the refugee resettlement programme with 
packs. 

We are having difficulties sourcing new items for our packs as our 
suppliers don’t have enough stock, which will be an ongoing issue 
and although we prefer to support local businesses, we have had 
to get online orders from other sources to meet the demand. 
However, even our online suppliers are having supply difficulties 
and we are seeing delays and cancellations, but we are still 
managing to get enough stock at the moment to meet our 
current demand. 
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Starter Packs Info 

Packs given out during 2020: 
304 homes, 182 single people, 
122 families and 218 children.  

Packs given out from January 
2021 – July 2021: 242 homes, 
159 single people, 83 families 
and 136 children.  

Although donations from local 
organisations and churches 
dropped during periods of 
lockdown, they are starting to 
pick up again. We do 
quarantine items for 72 hours 
when they are donated. 
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Looking back at  
Sunday School Revisited  
This summer in worship we revisited some Sunday School stories, 
from Noah’s Ark to Jacob’s Ladder to the Lord’s Prayer to Jesus 
walking on water to sheep and goats, and more. Each week 
included a craft for children — and anyone else who wanted to! 
— to join in. We had great fun with paper plates, cotton wool 
balls, tissue paper, and so many fun foam stickers!

If you missed any crafts, you can still find them all in the online 
services by visiting St. John’s website or YouTube channel! Here’s 
the whole collection. Immense thanks are due to Ruth Bennett 
for providing ideas and instructions that made it possible for 
even Teri to figure out how to do the craft!

Church Online 
Don’t forget that St. John’s is online — Sunday services, midweek 
Bible talks like Wine and the Word, weekly emails, and more. 
Check out our website at www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk to find all 
our Sunday services since April 2020, and you’ll also find links to 
our YouTube channel and to sign up for the weekly email so you 
never miss a reflection, devotion, or announcement. We send 
maximum 2 emails per week and do not share your address with 
anyone.

Please share the videos and posts from our Facebook page and 
YouTube channel — it's an easy way to spread the good news of 
what God is doing at St. John’s!
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Would you like 
someone to pray for 
you? 

There’s no need or situation 
too small or too large to take 
to God in prayer. And 
research has shown that 
people who are being prayed 
for have better outcomes — 
especially if they know that 
others are praying for them, 
lifting them up before God 
and holding them in God’s 
light. 

St. John’s has a small group of 
people whose ministry is to 
pray for others, and they 
would be honoured to pray 
for you or those you love. All 
prayer requests are prayed 
for daily for three months, and 
are held in the strictest 
confidence, and you can give 
an update to the prayer team 
at any time. 

Please send your prayer 
requests to Miss Anne Love, 
17 St. Andrews Drive, 
Gourock, PA19 1HY, or 
anneelovee4@gmail.com. You 
can also text/WhatsApp your 
requests to Anne at 07904 
617283 to be passed on to 
the prayer team. 

http://www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk
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Harvest Communion 
Join us for a celebration of communion on Sunday, 3 October. 
We will remember God’s gift of manna in the wilderness, and 
gather round Christ’s table to be nourished for our journey of 
life and faith. All are welcome, whatever your age, church 
background, or previous experience. If you’d like to learn 
more about the sacrament, or talk to the minister beforehand, 
please contact Teri.

Harvest Giving Days 
On 3rd and 10th October we will have special gift days, and 
the gifts offered on those days will be divided between Belville 
Community Gardens and Mind Mosaic Children & Family 
services.  
**Mind Mosaic offers a variety of services for young people 
and families who are struggling with mental health — and the 
demand has soared during the pandemic. The need is greater 
than ever, and now is the time to intervene with help before 
they turn to drugs or self-harm. Mind Mosaic helps children, 
young people, and families with age-appropriate therapies to 
help them process difficult things and learn to cope in future. 
**Belville is more than just a garden, it’s a place to learn and 
come together as a community, with courses and 
opportunities in building, growing, cooking, sustainability, and 
more. Throughout the pandemic they have been providing 
food support, combatting social isolation, and lifting spirits.

All Saints Sunday 
On Sunday 7 November, we will observe All Saints Sunday, 
including remembering and giving thanks for those who have 
died. If you have lost a loved one since the beginning of the 
pandemic in March 2020 and they are not named in the list 
on the back page, and you would like the person named in 
remembrance, please send the names in writing to Teri by 
Tuesday 2 November — send to the manse at 6 Barrhill Road 
or email tpeterson@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Young People’s Bible Study  
We’re on Zoom for Bible study most Sunday afternoons! 
We’re just finishing Mark and about to start a new book. If 
you or someone you know are in your late teens or early/
mid-20s and would like to join, contact Teri for the zoom link.
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The Five Marks of 
Mission 

 The mission of the Church is the 
mission of Christ. 

1. To proclaim the Good News of 
the Kingdom 

2. To teach, baptise and nurture 
new believers 

3. To respond to human need by 
loving service 

4. To transform unjust structures 
of society, to challenge 
violence of every kind and 
pursue peace and 
reconciliation 

5. To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation, and 
sustain and renew the life of 
the earth 

At St John’s we are in a season of 
discerning what God is calling is 
to do in this time and place. Who 
are we? What does God desire 
from us in terms of our tangible 
activities and actions?  

Our actions grow from our 
identity, so the first task is to 
determine who we are. How 
would you describe St. John’s 
identity, personality, and story? Is 
there a Bible story that seems to 
resonate with who we are, or that 
seems to capture something of 
our story and spirit? Is there an 
image that comes to mind when 
you think of us as a community 
(not a building!)?  

Send your thoughts to Teri, or to 
your elder! 

mailto:tpeterson@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Inside the Sanctuary… 
Tom did some work on the back wall of the gallery this 
spring, and while he was up there he took the opportunity to 
snap some photos from this unusual angle!

Note: we now have 100 chairs in the sanctuary, and no 
booking is required. Feel free to come along, wearing a mask, 
for Sunday 
worship!

The week of September 13th, a new organ was installed in the 
sanctuary! The old organ has been in place for over 30 years 
and served us well, but some things were starting to go wrong 
that could no longer be 
fixed. The new organ sits at 
floor level rather than being 
sunk into a pit, thanks to 
Tom and Billy for 
constructing the new floor! 
We look forward to Philip’s 
masterpieces on the new 
organ for many years to 
come. Watch for 
information about a 
dedication and perhaps a 
recital or special concert in 
due course.
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One year of the new 
window! 

The new stained glass window 
was installed one year ago this 
month! It depicts a boy bringing 
his loaves and fishes to Jesus, to 
be shared to feed the multitudes. 
The background is the view from 
the church across the Clyde to 
the hills of Argyll, and below are 
boats and fish representing the 
history and culture of our area., 
while above are flowers 
representing peace, Christ’s 
passion, prudence, generosity, 
and youth. The small tracery 
windows at the top come from 
designs school children created 
during stained glass workshops.  

The window was designed and 
created by Alec Galloway, with 
input from children and young 
people in local schools. 

Each time we see the window, it’s 
a reminder that we bring to God 
whatever we have to offer, even if 
it feels small, and God can do big 
things — even right here in our 
own place!
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Film Festival: Caring for 
Creation 
Connect (formerly known as “the fuzzy parish”) is hosting 
four FREE film screenings as part of the Take One Action 
film festival leading up to COP26. 

The four films tell firsthand stories of people’s lives affected 
by climate change, working for climate justice, and 
encouraging us all to be better stewards of God’s creation.

On Sundays the 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th of October, at 3pm, 
we will gather to watch a film and then have some discussion 
about it afterward (with tea and biscuits!). Invite your friends 
and neighbours as we hear stories from our global neighbours! 
The films all have closed captioning to help those with 
difficulty hearing, and the buildings are all accessible.

3 October, 3pm, at Westburn: “Thank You For the Rain” 
A moving portrait of resilience on the frontlines of 
climate change. Kenyan farmer Kisilu Musya has been 
documenting the effects of extreme weather on his 
farm, his family and his community for over five years. 
Determined to stop climate change in its tracks, he 
organises local farmer groups to spread awareness of 
the dangers of deforestation and monoculture – and 
ends up taking his message all the way to the UN 
Climate summit. But will anyone listen? 

10 October, 3pm, at Old Gourock & Ashton: “Anote’s Ark” 
What if your country was swallowed by the sea? Set 
against the backdrop of international climate and 
human rights negotiations, Anote’s Ark is a portrait of 
paradise on the brink.

17 October, 3pm, at St John’s: “Not Without Us” 
A rousing documentary immersing viewers in the 
moving, personal journeys of seven grassroots 
campaigners from around the world as they attempt to 
harness the only force that can prevent catastrophic 
climate change: the will of the people.  

24 October, 3pm, at the Lyle Kirk Union Street: “Guardians 
of the Earth” 

What does it take to unite 195 nations in addressing the 
biggest threat of our times? A behind-the-scenes 
glimpse of the path to the Paris Agreement.
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The film festival is made possible 
by Take One Action, which is 
sponsoring “What the COP?”, an 
exciting film initiative to help 
groups across Scotland explore 
climate issues in the lead-up to 
the UN Climate Conference 
being hosted in Glasgow in 
November. They are supporting 
community groups like ours 
across Scotland to host FREE 
screenings; explore key climate 
justice issues and find collective 
routes to action in November – 
and beyond.  

This initiative is supported by 
Film Hub Scotland, part of the 
BFI’s Film Audience Network, 
and funded by Screen Scotland 
and National Lottery funding 
from the BFI. 

If you’re able to register in 
advance to help us prepare and 
to speed up the track-and-trace 
process at the door, please do! 
You can also simply turn up, 
space permitting. You an register 
for any or all of the film events at: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/
connect-9002521594?
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Baptisms, Weddings, and Funerals, 2020-21 

Baptisms: 
Olivia Middlesworth, 23 February 2020 
Nessa Boyle-Fossouo, 4 April 2021 
Corran Malcolm, 4 July 2021 
Theo Paul, 18 July 2021

Weddings: 
Scott & Jennifer Foster, 3 July 2021 
Mathew & Sophie Power, 24 July 2021

Funerals since March 2020 
Alexander McCallum 
Ron McNeil 
Jim McLean 
Jim Miller 
Margaret Sinnamon 
David Young 
Robert Breckenridge 
Vicky McEwan 
George Patterson 
Cathy Bolton 
Joan Kimmins 
Myra Gray 
Dorothy Dunnett 
Rita Milne 
Betty Thomson 
Robert O’Neil 
Christina Buchan 
Roderick MacLeod 
Hamish MacInnes 
Jeanette Hutcheson 
Terry Gourlay 
Peter MacLean 
Isobel Dodds 
Gerry Morrison 
Tommy Magee 
Joyce McLellan 
Christine Barron 

Campbell Waddell 
Bunty MacLeod 
Elma Sandison 
Effie McDowell 
Maureen Cartland 
Reg Simms 
Margaret Gormley 
Ivy Kay Hall 
Maureen Wood 
Winnie Woodhead 
Ann Johnstone 
Ken Stirling 
Alastair Alexander 
Jim Murray 
John MacVicar 
John Collings 
Charlie Shaw 
Mary McNeil 
Ann Campbell 
Pat Hall 
Jim McNaught 
Helen McEwan 
Neil MacCormick 
May McArthur 
Daniel McAlpine
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St. John’s Church Notes are going online!
This is the last print edition of the church notes. Future editions will be sent by email (as a pdf) and 
posted to the church website. PLEASE give us your email address so you can continue to receive the 
notes! We won’t ever share your address with anyone, we’ll only use it to let you know what’s going on 
at St. John’s. When you give us your email address, if you don’t already receive the weekly email 
devotion, please indicate if you would like to receive that as well as the Notes. 

If you do not have access to email and need to continue to receive a paper Notes, please contact Teri 
or Cameron to indicate this need.

Thank you for helping us conserve resources, be environmentally-friendly, and save money on printing 
and postage! We are striving to be good stewards of the gifts that you and God have given us.

Gourock: St John's Church of Scotland 
Registered in Scotland as a Charity: No. SC006412  

www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk  

Minister: The Rev. Teri Peterson, Manse phone 632143, Mobile 07549 866888,  
email tpeterson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk: Cameron Melville, phone 630879

Assistant Session Clerk: Alan Aitken MBE, phone 630368

Treasurer: Peter Bennett, phone 630676

Safeguarding Convenors: Joseph and Helen Heffernan
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