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From the Minister 
As the Elders have been discussing what God is calling St. 
John’s to be and do, one of the images that has come up 
repeatedly is the image of a beacon. Not surprising, of course, 
given this area and our building’s prominent location! I’ve 
been thinking about what a beacon is and does. A beacon can 
be used to summon people to it, a light that calls people to 
gather at that location. A beacon can also be used to point the 
way, to guide along the right path, to direct our attention to 
something else. 

How do you see St. John’s — the people, not the building! — 
as a beacon? Do we lean more toward one type or the other? 
How do we act like a beacon for others?

And a beacon of what? A beacon of _________. What do we 
summon people to? What do we point toward? 

Does this image feel right to you? Or is there another that 
comes to mind when you think of us, the Body of Christ that 
is St John’s Church? Pray about it, and let me know! The Kirk 
Session is still working on discerning together, and we can use 
your input anytime. Thanks!  

 ~Teri Peterson, minister
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Upcoming Events 

Wednesdays, 7:30pm: Bible 
Study in the Sanctuary 

12 March 12-2pm: Charities 
Fayre, at the Wellpark MidKirk 

21-23 March: The Easter Code 

10 April, 4pm: CONNECT Palm 
Sunday event at OGA 

11-15 April: Holy Week 

16 April: 2-3pm Easter 
Treasure Trail, Tower Hill 
8:30pm: Easter Eve service 

17 April: Easter Day!  
7am service on Tower Hill 
11am service in the sanctuary 

Praying for Ukraine 

O God of every nation, you 
plant your people in good 
land and provide enough for 
all to thrive. You give yourself 
to lead us in the way of peace 
and justice. You love beyond 
our borders and call us to care 
for each other in times of 
need. When one member of 
your Body suffers, all suffer 
together with it. Our hearts are 
broken, as we see the pursuit 
of power trampling the dreams 
of others. We pray for your 
Spirit of peace to fill the earth, 
that all people everywhere 
may live life to the full. Amen.
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Youth Organisations 
2nd Gourock Boys’ Brigade Company  

All three of our BB Company Sections have continued to meet in the large hall each week which is a 
great testament to the boys , their families and our leaders. Despite the ongoing restrictions the boys 
have enjoyed their weekly programme of activities meeting face to face with their friends. 

The Anchor Boys enjoyed their very own Burns Supper 
which included tossing the caber and throwing the haggis. 
And they tucked in to a supper of haggis flavoured crisps, 
shortbread and Irn Bru.  

Our Junior Section lads have taken part in a variety 
of activities and recently hosted and took part in the 
local Battalion General Knowledge Quiz in our large 
hall, finishing a very creditable third overall. 

 

The Company Section boys have managed 
trips to Blackpool Pleasure Beach and Hampden 
Park to see Scotland play Denmark.

All three sections have enjoyed regular visits 
from Teri and are looking forward to the 
remaining weeks of the session. 

~Alan Aitken MBE, Company Captain 
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Starter Packs 

From August to December the following packs have been given out:

Homes    Single People      Families Children

August 41        26          15       29

September 49        31          18       31

October 47        25          22       48

November 32        15          17       28

December 40        18          22       39

Total 209        115          94        175

As can be seen from the figures above the last 5 months of 2021 were again 
very busy.

The Reverse Advent Calendar collection was a great success, many thanks to 
all who contributed.

Many thanks to all who continue to donate.

 Please visit our Facebook Page for more news of our project.

 Opening hours 9 am – 1pm Monday - Thursday

Unit 2, Empress Court, St Andrew Street, Greenock.PA15 4RW. 
Email:mail@starterpacksinverclyde.co.uk.Tel:01475 787141 
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Starter Packs 
Needs 

The Focus for March is: 
men’s shampoo,  
shaving foam,  
razors,  
deodorant  
shower gel  

and for April:  
children’s shower gel, 
shampoo  
sponges/facecloths. 

We are currently 
looking for: 
good quality second 
hand double sheets  
and duvet covers  
and good quality second 
hand children’s duvet 
covers and single sheets. 

Any donations can be left 
in the box at the front 
door of the Church. 

Would you like someone to pray for you? 

There’s no need or situation too small or too large to take to God in 
prayer. And research has shown that people who are being prayed for 
have better outcomes — especially if they know that others are praying 
for them, lifting them up before God and holding them in God’s light. 

St. John’s has a small group of people whose ministry is to pray for 
others, and they would be honoured to pray for you or those you love. 
All prayer requests are prayed for daily for three months, and are held 
in the strictest confidence, and you can give an update to the prayer 
team at any time. 

Please send your prayer requests to Miss Anne Love, 17 St. Andrews 
Drive, Gourock, PA19 1HY, or anneelovee4@gmail.com. You can also 
text/WhatsApp your requests to Anne at 07904 617283 to be passed 
on to the prayer team. 
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Bible Study — through the 
whole Bible in a year! 
We are reading the entire Bible in 2022! Or if that’s too daunting, 
you can go for just the New Testament, or even just the Old 
Testament if you want! Whether you’ve been reading along this 
whole time or you’re just jumping in, this is the group for you. 
We simply get together and talk about our questions. What did 
we read during the week, and what was confusing or interesting 
or do we want to know more about? Your thoughts guide the 
study! Join us in the sanctuary on Wednesdays from 7:30 - 8:30 to 
discuss. Please enter via Bath Street, unless you need step-free in 
which case please contact Teri so we can ensure you get through 
the St John’s Road door!

Get your reading schedule (it’s only 5 days a week so plenty of 
time to catch up if you get behind!) at church or click here: 
https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/
Bible-Reading-Schedule-2022-new-logo.pdf?
fbclid=IwAR1GPfXLkm4-HEuyUAin-
l_V7WjOn4Y3pSdHocwTNpkogcn59F4dQzbO-IU

Young Adults Bible Study 
For everyone in their late teens and early 20s — we gather on 
Zoom most Sunday afternoons to read and discuss the Bible 
together. We are using Year W of “A Women’s Lectionary For The 
Whole Church” to explore stories that are sometimes left out of 
worship and studies. All are welcome! Contact Teri for Zoom 
details.

Bowl & Blether 
In partnership with the Gourock/Greenock West Community 
Engagement Group, we hosted “a Bowl and a Blether” on 
Monday 7 March — a chance for anyone to come in for a bowl of 
soup and some bread, a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit, and a 
chat! It was wonderful to have half the attendees be church 
members and half not. We had a great time enjoying delicious 
soup and delightful conversation. Thanks to Graham Bolster for 
hospitality, and to Belleville Community Garden for donating 
ingredients, and to community workers Viv H and Angela S for 
cooking. We hope to do it again, perhaps even on a monthly 
basis. Perhaps we’ll see you there, in the hall or in the kitchen!

St John’s Spring Notes 2022 4

Church Online 

St. John’s is online — Sunday 
services, midweek Bible talks 
like Wine and the Word, 
weekly emails, and more. 
Check out our website at 
www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk 
to find all our Sunday services 
since April 2020, and you’ll 
also find links to our YouTube 
channel and to sign up for the 
weekly email so you never 
miss a reflection, devotion, or 
announcement. We send 
maximum 2 emails per week 
and do not share your address 
with anyone. 

Please share the videos and 
posts from our Facebook page 
and YouTube channel — it's an 
easy way to spread the good 
news of what God is doing at 
St. John’s! 

Baptisms and 
Funerals 

Baptisms: 
Cooper MacLean 5 Dec. 2021 
Alfie Peichl 9 January 2022 
Freya Bisgrove 6 March 2022 

Funerals since Sept. 2021 

Jean Crooks 
Fred McLeod 
Ismay McNocher 
Irene McKenzie 
Pauline Cameron 
Margaret McConnell 
Nancy Orr 
Margaret McLean 
Nan Davies 
Tommy Hawthorn 
Alex McGugan 

http://www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk
https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Bible-Reading-Schedule-2022-new-logo.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1GPfXLkm4-HEuyUAin-l_V7WjOn4Y3pSdHocwTNpkogcn59F4dQzbO-IU
https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Bible-Reading-Schedule-2022-new-logo.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1GPfXLkm4-HEuyUAin-l_V7WjOn4Y3pSdHocwTNpkogcn59F4dQzbO-IU
https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Bible-Reading-Schedule-2022-new-logo.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1GPfXLkm4-HEuyUAin-l_V7WjOn4Y3pSdHocwTNpkogcn59F4dQzbO-IU
https://www.fivedaybiblereading.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Bible-Reading-Schedule-2022-new-logo.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1GPfXLkm4-HEuyUAin-l_V7WjOn4Y3pSdHocwTNpkogcn59F4dQzbO-IU
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Finance Report         from treasurer Peter Bennett 
General Fund 
Our original forecast for 2021 was based on achieving 5% overall increase in offering income over 
2020. With offering income ending the year 6.4% below 2020, the deficit on general operations 
(excluding exceptional income/expenditure) is around £4,000. The General Fund balance has reduced 
from £125,667 to £106,808 at 31st December 2021. Of the balance  at 31st December 2021 £18,485 is 
represented by assets with the balance of £88,323 represented by cash.

Income 
Offering income forms the mainstay of congregational finance. The actual offering income to the end 
of December totalling £78,221 is £5,310 behind the comparable figure in 2020 (-6.4%) and £11,581 
behind the comparable figure in 2019. With the ongoing restrictions the prospects of recovery in 2022 
are not bright. Concerningly the comparison with the figures achieved in 2019 indicates a drop of 
46.3% in Freewill Offering income and 80.3% in Loose Offerings.

No income from fundraising was planned in this year’s forecast however the loss of income from this 
source is a significant factor in our financial situation.

Members currently donating by Weekly Freewill Offering please note that envelopes from earlier years 
should not be used. Please dispose of all 
envelopes which are not for the current 
year as numbers allocated do change and 
accurate allocation of donations is not 
possible if old envelopes are used.

We are quite far behind with Weekly 
Freewill and Loose Offering collections. 
If you are able please arrange to change 
your offering from envelopes to Bank 
Standing Order. If you wish to make this 
change please contact Peter.

Expenditure 
Most expenses are running under the forecast level in the year with average monthly running costs in 
the period working out at £7,335 per month. Our exemption from water rates has been lost because 
our total income in last financial year exceeded the exemption limit. This was due to the grant income 
received for the tower upgrades. It will be 3 years before we will qualify for this exemption.

Extraordinary Income 
During 2021 the congregation gratefully received substantial donations from families of three recently 
deceased members. Bequests were received from the late Catherine Miller and Ken Stirling. A 
generous donation was received in memory of the late John Collings. 

Extraordinary Expenditure 
During 2021 we replaced the central heating boilers at a cost of £30,250 and purchased a replacement 
organ at a cost of £23,107. Both purchases were financed from General Funds.

Funds as at 31st August 2021 
The general fund balance currently stands at £106,808 with the cost of the church boiler and organ  
fully met. The Tower Appeal fund holds £45,861, and the Special Fabric Appeal Fund stands at £76,567.
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Lent 2022: Who’s Calling? 
Lent — the 40 days plus Sundays leading up to Easter — is a 
season of repentance, which is the fancy church word for “to turn 
around” or “to have a chance of mind and heart.” To repent is to 
change, to commit to doing things differently. During Lent, we 
re-orient our lives toward the cross, so that we are prepared to 
follow Jesus when he leads us out of the tomb into new life. 

It can be a scary thing, 
and hard, to change. It 
can be difficult to make 
out the voice of Jesus 
calling over all the 
noise of other things 
that vie for our 
attention. Sometimes 
the grief of what we 
lose when change comes can be overwhelming. Sometimes our 
fear of failure makes it hard to see new possibilities. Sometimes 
we’re so sure we have to figure everything out ourselves, we can’t 
recognise how God is holding us in the palm of God’s hand. 
Sometimes we get caught up in what everyone else is doing, and 
feel like we have to do that too. Sometimes we’re seduced by 
promises of power. There are so many voices…how do we incline 
our ear to God’s voice, and have the courage to follow away from 
all the noise we’ve gotten so used to?

During Lent we Pay Attention. 

It’s a fascinating phrase, “pay attention.” What does it mean to 
pay — to spend something, to give something of ourselves, in 
exchange for something else. Do we mean that attention is the 
currency — we are paying for something with our attention? Or 
do we mean that we are spending ourselves on attention, in 
exchange for something new?

To pay attention is to give something of myself to this task of 
noticing, listening, re-orienting, focusing. Rather than simply 
floating along, not investing in anything, we spend our energy on 
attending to God.

This season you are invited to attend to God in a new way. To lay 
aside those other voices and prepare yourself for the path ahead. 
Whatever spiritual discipline helps you pay attention, practice it 
faithfully and the Holy Spirit will surely bring you through the 
repentance — and all the difficulty of change — to new life.

St John’s Spring Notes 2022 6

The Five Marks of 
Mission 

 The mission of the Church is 
the mission of Christ. 

1. To proclaim the Good 
News of the Kingdom 

2. To teach, baptise and 
nurture new believers 

3. To respond to human need 
by loving service 

4. To transform unjust 
structures of society, to 
challenge violence of 
every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation 

5. To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation, and 
sustain and renew the life 
of the earth 

Church Flowers 

 Hi Folks, Thank you for your 
continued support of the 
Flower Fund in these difficult 
times. We are grateful to those 
who donate their time and 
money. Those receiving the 
flowers are very appreciative. 

Donations from 2021:  
February—Jean Jenkins, 
Heather McVean.     
March—Jean Jenkins,  Douglas 
& Marjory Cameron.    
July—Liz McLellan.   
August—Jeanette Watt.   
September—Anne Armour.   
October—Fiona Webster.   
December—Jean Jenkins, 
 Jean Stevenson.     
Thank you, Elsie Arthur  
(Tel 719933)



Spring 2022

In our community…  
Hi. My name is Charlene Mitchell and I’m the new Youth Worker 
for Inverclyde Youth For Christ. Inverclyde Youth For Christ is a 
Christian Youth Work organisation who have been operating in 
the Inverclyde area for 33 years. Our mission statement is, 
“Taking the Good News relevantly to every young person in 
Inverclyde.” We do that through Youth Work, Schools Chaplaincy 
and Church Support.

I applied for the role because I am excited about the opportunity 
to share the gospel message with young people. To me the chance 
to go into churches, and schools; and meet young people in our 
community is terrifying but exciting at the same time. What a 

privilege it is to be able to share the love that Jesus has for young people with the young people in our 
area. 

All my previous experience has been based in the Church of Scotland as a volunteer with the 
uniformed organisations, so this role is going to be a new challenge for me. I’m sure I’ll face things 
that will put me out of my comfort zone, but I’m willing to learn and try new ways of sharing the 
gospel with the next generation.

In the run up to Christmas last year, I got to volunteer with the Clydeview Academy Chaplaincy Team 
to run Bubblegum N Fluff. This is a 2 hour interactive workshop which teaches Primary 5 aged school 
children about the true meaning of Christmas. The children come to the local church and experience 
a variety of activities throughout the morning. It was great to get an insight into the work that goes 
on with the schools. I also got a taster of what it was like to work alongside local ministers who share 
our heart to see young people’s lives changed by Jesus. 

Now that I’m in the role, I’m looking forward to being a part of the Team to deliver the Easter Code 
coming up in a few short weeks for the Primary 6 aged pupils from the Clydeview Academy feeder 
schools.

I will also be working alongside our Centre Director, Jen, to establish a new detached street work 
project called Reach Out in upper Port Glasgow; while supporting some local churches with their 
existing youth work projects; holiday clubs; and camps.

I never thought I’d have a role like this but I’ve always desired to know Christ and make Him known 
and I consider it a real blessing to be given the chance to do this as my day job as well as with my 
volunteer hat on.

Charlene Mitchell

If you would like to support the ministry to young people that Charlene and Inverclyde 
Youth For Christ are doing, you can visit their website: https://inverclyde.yfc.co.uk, or 
speak to Teri about how to make a donation. Don’t forget to GiftAid it! 
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St. John’s is part of the Lower Clyde area of Clyde Presbytery.  
The CofS congregations in this zone have come together as a Mission Group to work together on 

projects that will be a blessing to our community. Our first one is this Saturday!  
Come along and find out what various groups are doing, how they can help you or you can help them.

Gourock: St John's Church of Scotland 
Registered in Scotland as a Charity: No. SC006412  

www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk  
https://www.facebook.com/GourockStJohns  

All are welcome at our Sunday services: online and in person at 11am (as of February 2021 with 1 metre 
distancing and masks). Tea and Coffee and biscuits served in the Large Hall after the service. 

Minister: The Rev. Teri Peterson, Manse phone 632143, Mobile 07549 866888,  
email tpeterson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk: Cameron Melville, phone 630879

Assistant Session Clerk: Alan Aitken MBE, phone 630368

Treasurer: Peter Bennett, phone 630676

Safeguarding Convenors: Joseph and Helen Heffernan
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