Winter 2022-23

CHURCH NOTES

St John’s Church of Scotland, Gourock

Church
Groups and
Events

Sundays after worship:
choir in the sanctuary

Wednesdays, 7:30pm:
Bible Study in the
manse

2nd & 4th Sundays,
7pm: Young Adult Bible
Study in the manse

First Mondays of each
month, 11:30am
onwards: a Bowl & a
Blether, in the Large
Hall

Alternate Tuesdays,
2pm: Contact Group in
the Large Hall (begins
10 January)

Thursdays 2-4pm:
Indoor Bowling group

Monday evenings:
Junior Section of the
Boys’ Brigade

Tuesday evenings:
Anchor Boys of the
Boys’ Brigade

Wednesday evenings:
Brownies and Guides

Thursday evenings:
Smurfs

Friday evenings:
Company Section of the
Boys’ Brigade
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From the
Minister

The second half of 2022 has

been pretty amazing at St John'’s!
We'’ve had several beautiful
weddings celebrated in our
sanctuary and church family,
Bowl & Blether has become a
regular feature of our
neighbourhood, we’ve supported
Christian Aid with our walking,
Macmillan with a Bowl &
Blether coffee morning, and
Mind Mosaic’s Little Box of Love Christmas gifts for children.

We've offered care to people grieving the loss of loved ones, and we’ve
seen the full return of youth organisations and school chaplaincy
programmes.

The Season of Creation in August was a wonderful time of celebrating
the goodness of creation and praying and working to care for it, and the
sanctuary decorations were amazing! Our October holiday club was a
smashing success. Our Bible studies — one for people in their 20s and
one for everyone — have faithfully engaged with God’s word and its
meaning for us today. And we have been continuing to discern the vision
God has for us while also engaging in the presbytery planning process.
The Holy Spirit is busy here, and I expect the same will be true for the
coming year as well.

I wonder, when you look back at your own life these past few months,
do you see God’s hand at work? Where has the Holy Spirit been busy in
your life? How have you discerned the presence of Emmanuel — God
with us — with YOU?

I hope that we are all, as individuals and as a church community, always
looking for how we are a beacon of blessing, a light to the world,
showing God’s goodness and inviting people in to experience God’s
love. And that begins with recognising what God is doing in us, so that
we can participate in what God wants to do through us.

May the end of 2022 bring a moment of reflection, so we can enter 2023
with eyes open to God’s grace all around.

~Teri Peterson, minister
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Youth Organisations
2nd Gourock Boys’ Brigade Company

The first half of the BB session in St John’s has been a busy time
for the boys and leaders of Anchors, Juniors, Company and Senior
sections.

Since returning in August, it has been a pleasure to provide a full
programme of face to face activities for the boys to enjoy. With the
previous two sessions significantly impacted by the pandemic, our
boys have missed out on enjoying the full BB experience at 2nd
Gourock in St John’s.

With the Juniors Section meeting in the halls on Monday nights,
Anchors Section on Tuesdays, and the Company and Seniors
Sections on Friday nights, each week has seen the boys learning,

growing and having fun together.

We have
capacity
for new members — so if you know of any
young folks who may be interested in joining
our “2nd To None” team, then please get in
touch.

The 2022-23 session is a special milestone for
the Company, founded on 1st March 1898 by
Captain John Stewart, as we celebrate our

125th anniversary.

As the Company prepares to celebrate our anniversary, an exciting programme of events is being
planned for 2023. This will include events for the current members, past members, the extended 2nd
Gourock and St John’s supporting family.

These events will include a Reunion Dinner on
Saturday 18th March and the celebrations will
culminate in a Gala Charity Ball on Saturday
9th September.

If you are interested in attending either of
these events, then please get in touch.

‘We hope you have had a blessed Christmas and wish
you all a happy and healthy new year.

~Alan Aitken MBE, Company Captain
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4t Gourock Brownies

In September, the Brownies & Leaders
remembered & honoured the Queen, our
Girlguiding Patron. We held our two-minute
silence at the Blossom tree which the Queen
planted at the Pierhead Gardens in 1958.
Two Brownies laid a bouquet of flowers on
behalf of our pack at the tree.

The girls have been busy this session working on the Express
Myself theme award. At home, they had the choice of completing
one of the following interest badges: Baking, Painting or
Performing.

The Leaders enjoyed tasting the wide variety of bakes produced by
the girls who chose the Baking badge. We were impressed with the
very decorative artwork the Painting badge girls created. One
Brownie played her tuba for
her Performance badge. We
all agreed we have a very
talented Brownie pack.

We had an amazing time at
the Greenock & District Scouts Gang Show at the
Beacon in November. Our Brownies hadn't experienced
a Gang Show before as this was the first show for four
years. One Brownie commented after the show: "When
are we doing that?"

The girls are currently working on the Girlguiding Scotland Chief Commissioner’s
Challenge, Take 2 in 2022 badge. They’re undertaking tasks under the following headings:
Personal Development, Environment & Community. The Brownies learned two new Scottish
Country Dances on St Andrew’s Day. Their challenge is to dance for 22 minutes.

In December, we joined other Girlguiding members in the Greenock Division to see
Matilda's Mighty Movie screening at the Waterfront Cinema. The Brownies and Leaders also
become Christmas Posties along with the BB and Guides delivering cards in December.
Seven girls will be making their Promise before the end of the session.

The Brownies and Leaders wish you all a very Happy New Year.

- Norma Ramsay, Brown Owl
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Starter Packs Needs

The Focus for January is adult
toothpaste, toothbrushes and
facecloths.

The focus for February is men'’s
shampoo, shaving foam, razors,
deodorant and shower gel.

We are currently looking for:

- good quality secondhand double
sheets and duvet covers,

- good quality secondhand
children’s duvet covers and single
sheets.

Any donations can be left in the
box at the front door of the
Church.

Please visit our Facebook page

for more news of our project.
Opening hours:

gam-1pm, Monday-Thursday

Unit 2, Empress Court, St Andrew
St, Greenock

PA15 4RW

Email:

mail@starterpacksinverclyde.co.uk

Tel: 01475 787141
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Starter Packs

Winter 2022-23

In September, we had a gathering in Lyle Kirk to mark 20

years of Starter Packs Inverclyde. It was nice to be able to

welcome new friends and old to hear about how the project

has grown over the years.

We have been chosen by the Co-op Local Cause for the next

year. Please go online to see how you can support us every

time you shop. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

The service is more in demand than ever — with March being

our busiest month to date. From January to October, the

following packs have been given out:

Homes | Single | Families Children
People
January 29 14 1§ 21
February 25 16 9 16
March 67 51 16 30
April 33 20 13 20
May 49 27 22 37
June 28 17 IT 13
July 40 19 21 37
August 53 38 1§ 23
September | 29 16 13 29
October 40 24 16 31
Total 393 242 15T 257



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064441161258
mailto:mail@starterpacksinverclyde.co.uk

Bowl & Blether

Our monthly event in partnership with the Communication and
Engagement Group has become a great success that is being
replicated across the town! Every first Monday of the month the
warm hall is open to anyone who wishes to come and enjoy a bowl
of homemade soup, a toastie, a chat, and a cuppa.

In September our Macmillan day was particularly wonderful, with
scones donated by a local baker and the Clydeview Home
Economics class, clotted cream and jam donated by Rodda’s, prizes
for a “lucky seat” draw, and nearly £400 raised.

The Bowl & Blether team includes church members, people from
the community engagement group, and pupils from St. Columba’s
high school, and we are always looking for people to join in
volunteering — perhaps then we could even do twice a month! More
importantly, come along and enjoy the delicious soup and build
community with our neighbours.

Advent Appeal:
A Little Box of

Love

This Advent we filled shoeboxes
with gifts to be distributed by
Mind Mosaic Child & Family
Services, which works with children and families who need mental
health support. We filled 26 boxes and bags, which were distributed
on 16 December to families who needed a little extra support this
season. We also sent our December communion retiring offering
along with the gifts, to help support the mission of this local
charity that does so much for the health and wellbeing of young
people and families in our community. Thank you for showing love
to our neighbours this Advent season!
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Church Online

St. John’s is online — Sunday
services, midweek Bible talks
like Wine and the Word,
weekly emails, and more.
Check out our website at
www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk
to find all our Sunday services
since April 2020, and you’ll
also find links to our YouTube
channel and to sign up for the
weekly email so you never
miss a reflection, devotion, or
announcement. We send
maximum 2 emails per week
and do not share your
address with anyone.

Please share the videos and
posts from our Facebook page
and YouTube channel — it's
an easy way to spread the
good news of what God is
doing at St. John’s!

Weddings and
Funerals

Weddings

Sarah Glenny & David
McGachy

Irene Donald & Danny Sorrell
Ross Aitken & Emily Atterton
Allison & Kevin McCulloch
(blessing)

Kenny McAlpine & Lynn
Carmichael

Funerals

Cathy Morrow
Terry Kelly
Morag Johnston
James MacVicar
Charles Beaton
Margaret Baxter
Joyce Stratton
Daniel Ward
Marion Donald
Anne Collins
Nan Peddie
Mike Dick
David Horn
Stuart Mclntyre



http://www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk
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October Holiday Club: Life in Plastic NOT Fantastic!

During the October school break, 15 primary-
aged young people participated in our three-
day holiday club focused on learning about
Caring for God’s Creation. We learned the
stories of creation, and we learned about the
prophets calling us to take care of this gift God
has given us.

We sang songs, played games, made some
recycled art, made wildflower seed balls and
bird feeders, picked up litter with the help of
Literati Inverclyde and learned about compost
and gardening — and even got to harvest
potatoes in the Shore Street Garden with the
help of Bruce Newlands from Inverclyde Shed!

With thanks to the kitchen volunteers we had
breakfast and lunch every morning, and then we
had a fabulous family fun night — a pizza party
where the kids showed off their songs and
projects and even challenged their parents in the
animal olympics.

We couldn’t have done it without the two
breakfast club volunteers, three kitchen
volunteers, and five volunteers who ran the
programme every day, and of course the families
and kids themselves who made it all worthwhile.
We look forward to our next mini-club
opportunity, probably around Easter!

All Creatures of Our God and
King: the Season of Creation

Anne Armour and her team transformed the sanctuary
into a celebration of creation over the five weeks of
the Season of Creation this summer.

From birds flying overhead to a river running through
the sanctuary, it was an immersive experience as we
explored the scripture and current reality of the air,
water, land, and people of the creation.

Worship included music and videos and interactive
elements as well as prayers, readings, and sermons that
helped us encounter the living God in the world and
hear our call to care for creation.
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Serving in the St. John’s church community

There are a number of ways to serve in our church community as we work to be a beacon of blessing!

We are currently looking for a new Church Treasurer. We offer many thanks to Peter Bennett who
has served so faithfully and well for many years and now is stepping back to pursue other things. If you
think you might be able to do this important work, or if you know someone who could, please let us
know as soon as possible. Peter has graciously offered to help with the transition including doing all
the annual accounts, but that means we need to have someone new in place very soon.

We are making a new rota of readers for worship for 2023. If you would like to bring Scripture to
life in the sanctuary or pre-recorded for online (or both!), or if you'd be interested in helping to lead
worship in other ways, please contact Teri. Even if you have previously been a reader, please contact
her to be on the new updated list.

‘Would you be interested in joining the A/V team, doing sound or powerpoint for worship or other
events in the sanctuary? Contact Anne Love.

We have a new church choir meeting on alternate Sundays after worship. For more information
please contact Philip, or just stay after worship one Sunday and see what it’s like! The praise band is
also taking new members! Contact Alison Bolster if you're interested.

Would you like to help with tea and coffee after the service on Sundays? It involves setting up a bit
before the service (sometimes this is done in advance though), then leaving during the last hymn to
make the tea/coffee...serving said tea/coffee...and then washing up afterwards. With enough people on
the rota it’s only a handful of times during the year, so please contact Cameron to volunteer!

Our Monday Bowl & Blether team can use more volunteers — people willing to come a bit early to
set up tables and chairs, serve soup and toasties, make soup and/or toasties, help with washing up,
stand by the door and welcome people, etc! If we have enough volunteers we may even be able to open
for a second day per month! If you’re interested, please contact Teri or Graham Bolster.

Would you like to help organise a holiday club for the Easter break or for the summer holidays? Can
you volunteer to help run the club when it’s happening? Please contact Teri or Graham Bolster.

Are you able to occasionally help with school chaplaincy events such as making and bringing flasks
of hot chocolate to the school for Firm Foundations, or helping shepherd groups between stations at
the Easter Code? Please contact Teri and she’ll put you on the list of people to call when these events
come up (about 4-5 times per year, with volunteer needs between 1-5 people per event).

The Pastoral care group is up and running. If you'd like to help by making phone calls or visits to
people, or if you know someone who would appreciate calls or visits from a pastoral care group
member, please contact Ann Knox.

We are looking for someone who can help with the Easter Breakfast (9 April) — please contact Teri
if you might be able to organise and/or work in the kitchen that morning!

In addition to the Starter Packs collection box, we also have a Foodbank collection box at the front
door. These donations are currently delivered by one volunteer but if you'd like to take a turn
delivering to the Foodbank, please contact Anne Love.
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Would you like someone to pray for you?

There’s no need or situation too small or too large to take to God in prayer —
and research has shown that people who are being prayed for have better
outcomes, especially if they know that others are praying for them, lifting
them up before God and holding them in God’s light.

St. John’s has a small group of people whose ministry is to pray for others, and
they would be honoured to pray for you or those you love.

All prayer requests are prayed for daily for three months, and are held in the
strictest confidence, and you can give an update to the prayer team at any
time.

Please send your prayer requests to Miss Anne Love:
Address: 17 St. Andrews Drive, Gourock, PA1g tIHY

Email: anneelovee4@gmail.com
Text/WhatsApp: 07904 617283

Gourock: St John's Church of Scotland

Registered in Scotland as a Charity: No. SCo06412

www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk

https://www.facebook.com/GourockStJohns

Winter 2022-23

INTERCESSORY
PRAYER GROUP

@
e ]

All are welcome at our Sunday services in the sanctuary at 11am and online anytime.

Tea and Coffee and biscuits served in the Large Hall after the service.

Minister: Rev. Teri Peterson, Manse 632143, Mobile 07549 866888,
tpeterson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk: Cameron Melville, phone 630879
Assistant Session Clerk: Alan Aitken MBE, phone 630368
Treasurer: Peter Bennett, phone 630676

Safeguarding Convenors: Joseph and Helen Heffernan

Organist: Philip Norris, email philipnor617@gmail.com
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