Spring 2023 Church Notes

CHURCH NOTES

St John’s Church, Gourock

From the Minister

Over the past year and a half, all the church news
around our area has been about the Presbytery
Mission Plan, which is Clyde Presbytery’s work on
how to best use the resources we have (ministers,
church buildings, and other resources) to carry
out the mission God has called us to do in our
area. Clyde Presbytery covers a large geographic
area — from Arrochar to Bearsden to Barrhead to
Skelmorlie — with many diverse communities
including rural and urban and everything in
between, some wealthy and also some of the
most deprived neighbourhoods of Scotland. Church Groups & Events

In mid-March, the Presbytery agreed the draft of g::fti\gsﬂe’ worship: choir in the
the Mission Plan, which is now in the hands of the
Faith Nurture Forum and the General Trustees, Wednesdays @ 7:30pm: Bible Study in

. the manse
and we hope to hear of their concurrence soon.

2nd & 4th Sundays @ 7pm: Young

In Gourock, the mission that we feel called to do Adult Bible Study in the manse

here means that for the moment, both church First Mondays of each month from
buildings are to continue in use, with St John’s set gr:gg?_l";ila Bowl & a Blether in the
to pursue the vision the Kirk Session has been
discerning to become even more of a community  Alternate Tuesdays @ 2pm: Contact
. . Group in the Large Hall

church and hub for serving the community of
Gourock, especially in more creative ways. That Thursdays @ 2-4pm: Indoor Bowling

. . Group
might mean space for creative endeavours such as
arts and music and theatre, as well as new forms Monyay_evenings: Junior Section of the
of worship and spiritual growth that will reach Boys’ Brigade
new generations as well as nurturing us all in faith  Tuesday evenings: Anchor Boys of the
together, and opportunities to learn to think and ~ Boys’ Brigade
act creatively to address big issues of our time. Wednesday evenings: Brownies &
This is a community with many gifts and talents, Guides
and we look forward to growing into the church Thursday evenings: Smurfs

God calls us to be in this place!
Friday evenings: Company Section of
the Boys’ Brigade
~Teri Peterson, minister
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Youth organisations
2nd Gourock Boys’ Brigade Company

It’s been a busy time for the boys at our Anchors, Juniors, Company and Senior sections as
our 125th anniversary celebrations began.

The Company was proud to host the annual
church service and parade of Inverclyde & District
Battalion in St John’s on Sunday 5 March with
Lord Lieutenant of Renfrewshire Colonel Peter
McCarthy in attendance. A highly successful
Reunion Dinner was held on 18 March with nearly
100 current and ex members in attendance.

This was followed by the Anchor Boys’ Parents
Evening and Prizegiving on 28 March. The boys
entertained families and friends with an active
programme with adult participation activities too.
Graham Gardiner, Chief Executive of Ardgowan
Hospice was Chief Guest on the night and was
thrilled to receive a donation of £600 from the
Anchor Boys’ Sponsored Walk event held earlier in
the session.

The celebrations continue shortly with the Juniors off to the PGL outdoor activity centre
near Perth for a weekend of adventures and challenges, the boys of the Company &
Seniors head to the Blackpool area at the end of May for a weekend camp, and the
Anchors have their last event with the visit of a Circus entertainer on Saturday 13 May.

The Juniors’ Display will took place on Monday 1 May at 7pm. The Company & Seniors’
Display will be held on Saturday 13 May at 7pm where Mr Tom Collins will be the Chief
Guest. The final event for all sections is the end of session youth service in St John’s on
Sunday 14 May at 11am.

It's been an extremely busy year for the boys of the Company
and an exciting one too as we celebrate our 125th Anniversary.

~Alan Aitken MBE,
Captain
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4th Gourock Brownies X ‘ I = W

On Saturday 18 February, 4th Gourock Brownies,
leaders and District Commissioner Jane Morwood
had an amazing time participating in the Girlguiding
Annual Thinking Day on Air event at Greenock and
District Scout Headquarters.

The Scout leaders taught the
Brownies morse code and

they then managed to play morse
code battleships. The Brownies
spoke to amateur radio operators
throughout the UK. Finally, they
completed a QR code quiz with
walkie talkies. Thanks to all the
Scout leaders for an enjoyable
afternoon.

On Wednesday 22 February, World
Thinking Day, 4th Gourock Brownies
visited Wee Annie's statue. Annie was decorated
with her Girlguiding Scotland necktie, bobble hat
and balloons. We returned to our meeting place to
make friendship bracelets.

This year's theme is Our World, Our Peaceful
Future. The Brownies wrote a message of peace on
their paper hand and added it to our peace tree.
We learned new international Girlguiding songs to
sing at our campfire.

Our night ended singing Taps, a Girlguiding song to close
meetings, in English and French. The Brownies took home a
WAGGGS (World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts) Trefoil
dot-to-dot to complete and learn what the different parts of the
WAGGGS Trefoil design mean. We all had a great time celebrating
World Thinking Day!

The Brownies have been working hard on their First Aid badge
this session.

Brownies, Guides and leaders in the Gourock District were set a
Scavenger Hunt Challenge to find Girlguiding items hidden in 21 Gourock shop windows. Some
items were easier to find than others! They ranged from a wooden owl wearing a Promise badge
to a Brownie purse. The girls enjoyed their challenge.

~ Norma Ramsay, Brown Owl
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Starter Packs’ Needs Starter Packs Inverclyde

The Focus for April is children’s shower

From November 2022 — March 2023, the following
gel, shampoo and sponges/face cloths.

packs have been given out:

The focus for May is toilet roll, kitchen

roll, washing up liquid and cleaning Homes |Single People | Families | Children

loths.
cioths November22 |52 24 28 55
We are currently looking for: good December22 (51 27 24 43
quality second hand children’s duvet
covers & single sheets. January 23 28 17 11 27
February 23 36 20 16 36

We’re currently short of: kitchen

towel, bathroom/kitchen cleaner, March 23 57 30 27 45
cleaning cloths, shaving foam, razors,
toothpaste, shampoo, soap and male &
female deodorant.

Total 224 118 106 206

Any donations can be left in the boxat ~ As can be seen from the figures above, the service is
the front door of the Church. still very much in demand. We have been chosen by

the Co-op Local Cause for the next year. Please go
Please visit our "EacebOOk page formore ,njine to see how you can support us every time you
ARG T [P/ 5E shop. Your help will be greatly appreciated.

Opening hours: el
9am-1pm, Monday-Thursday p
Location:

Unit 2, Empress Court, St Andrew St,
Greenock, PA15 4RW

Email:
mail@starterpacksinverclyde.co.uk

Tel: 01475 787141 o

i
o

Finance Update

Grateful thanks are due to Peter Bennett, who has been the Treasurer at St John’s for 26 years and has
recently stepped down from the role. Peter faithfully kept us on track financially, helped us raise our
reserves to an OSCR-approved level, and presented reports in an easily understandable format so we
could all take responsibility for being good stewards. Thank you, Peter, for your work!

Thanks also to Richard Kane who has stepped down as Gift Aid convenor after seven years. Your efforts
in keeping all that paperwork in order are much appreciated!

To fill both of these roles, the session has engaged the services of David Smith, a retired banker and long
-term church treasurer himself, who serves as treasurer for a number of Church of Scotland
congregations. He is based in Glasgow and will work with the Kirk Session both in person and remotely.
Our day to day local banking (deposits etc.) will be handled by Anne Love, with the help of the
enumerators.

If you’d like to speak to the new treasurer, receive more information or have not yet completed a Gift
Aid form, please contact Anne and she will direct you.
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Lent and Easter

During the season of Lent, we encountered God through stories — the parables that Jesus
told, and also personal stories of experiencing God in a variety of situations.

We heard personal stories from Alan Aitken about forgiveness, Alison Ralston about seeing
God at her workplace, Rab and Eileen Gowans about hospitality, Ann Stephenson about
being both prepared and unprepared for going to Malawi, Graham Gardiner about an
experience with the “least of these,” and Seonaid Knox about being passionate about
something in public. We also heard about Lorna Veal’s volunteer trip to Ghana and blessed
her for her work there. Many thanks to everyone who told a story and helped us to see
God in the everyday! Your stories have made connections, opened our eyes and hearts,
and brought Jesus’ parables to life.

Through Holy Week we heard from the disciple Peter, via his long-lost diary where he
recorded his own experiences of being with Jesus that week! Many thanks to Sylvia from
OGA for portraying Peter each night. We also had a retiring offering for the Hospice each
night, with a total of £460.70 raised through the week
to support people nearing the end of their lives.

Our shared services with OGA & St Ninian’s were a
beautiful, heart-wrenching and meaningful journey
together, culminating in the joy of a very cold and
windy but DRY sunrise service on Tower Hill!

The sun broke through, though it didn’t warm us much...until we
came to the cosy church hall for a breakfast beautifully prepared

New Members
Charlene Mitchell

and served by Graham Bolster, Anne Love, and Charlene Mitchell. Anne Ewing

Many thanks for the profusion of delicious rolls and hot drinks! And

thanks to Alison Bolster and Graham Gardiner for faithfully Funerals

providing music for our worship both up the hill and in the hall. Ann Allan
Carol Kelly

Through the rest of the Easter season we’re considering what it Betty McFarlane

Margaret O’Neill
Christine Davies
Agnes Borland
Archibald Greves
~Teri Peterson, minister Heather McVean
Elsa Stetz
May Docherty
Isa Ross
Brenda Jones
Annie Cameron
Cameron MacMillan
Nancy Todd
Wilma Milligan
Jill Fol

means to be “aLive with Christ" — both to be alive with the
resurrected One, and also to Live resurrection reality!




Flower Fund

The Flower Fund is surviving but
struggling at the moment on reduced
contributions. We are extremely
grateful to those who have given to the
fund and would welcome anyone who
would like to help with delivery,
arranging or contributing in the

future.

Please contact Elsie Arthur on 01475
719933.

Contributions — 2022/23

. March: Tom & Flora More

. April: Jim & Margaret Hay

. May: Jean Jenkins

. June: Helen Small

. August: Forsyth & Jeanette Watt,
Jane Findlay, Tom Collins

. November: Jean Stephenson

. December: Jean Jenkins, Helen
Small

. January: Helen Small, Jean
Jenkins

. February: Anne Love, Liz McLellan

. April: Jim & Margaret Hay, Jean
Jenkins

Thank you,

Elsie Arthur

Mile of Pennies

The Miles of Pennies continued to grow
slowly up until March 2023.

With the monies, we were able to
purchase a new projector for the
church costing £1087.85 in March
2023.

The account balance is now £146.13.
Please continue to give your pennies
and other small change to this fund.

Please leave in box at front door.

Thanks,
Ann Stephenson
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Bowl & Blether

The B&B team of volunteers from St John’s and the
Greenock West & Gourock Community Engagement
Group, along with Columba 1400 volunteers from St
Columba’s High School, have been busy cooking,
baking, serving and creating a fun community
atmosphere at Bowl & Blether each month, with
around 40 people coming to enjoy soup, toasties,
friendship and a warm space on the first Monday of
each month.

In April, we added a coffee morning for the Hospice
as well, raising £188. Bowl| & Blether continues on the
first Monday of each month. We’re considering adding
a second Monday later in the year — if you would be
interested in helping to volunteer please contact Teri!

L}

Connect

We joined together with the rest of Connect for a
fantastic Pancake Tuesday at St Margaret’s, with
singing, pancakes, prayer, and egg races! It was a
wonderful evening of fellowship, food, faith, and fun.

Then we continued gathering with our neighbours for
a Lent Study called “Another Story Must Begin” —
looking at themes of faith in Les Misérables. It was a
chance to dig into both the Bible and a well-known
novel/musical/film, and thinking about how we have
experienced forgiveness, second chances, life, death,
and new life.
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Contact Group

We are delighted that the Contact Group at St John’s was able to re-start in September
2022. Our new meeting time on alternate Tuesday afternoons has proved popular and we
have had a good turnout of between 20-30 people at all our meetings this session.

There has been a great variety of events and talks, all fitting well with our aim to show
concern for and be involved in the work of the Church and the needs of the community.
Our opening afternoon tea with entertainment by Kenny Wilson with his guitar and lively
wit was very successful with 36 people attending.

The meetings in the first part of our season continued with an illustrated talk on Old
Gourock Town by Vincent Gillen, Ardgowan Hospice - Graham Gardiner, Inverclyde Youth
for Christ — Charlene Mitchell, Olive Tree Charity (Palestine)— Margaret Foggie and
Inverclyde Shed — Bruce Newlands. Our major fundraising event was a concert by The
Clydeside Singers and we were pleased to raise over £500.

Our final event of 2022 was a Celebration of Advent with
carols and readings when we were joined by our friends
from Old Gourock and Ashton and St Ninian’s, Gourock.
We started 2023 with a fascinating talk and demonstration

of bread making by our minister, Teri, and continued with ”“W 1
talks about Inverclyde League of Hospital Friends, T . P
Ukrainians in Scotland and Smalls for All. Our final talk of V . i
the season was a highly entertaining illustrated talk by
Isabel Lind about her holiday in Thailand.

Through our fundraising efforts in 2022/23 we have been &3
able to give the following donations to charities:

. Ardgowan Hospice £150

. Inverclyde Shed £150

. Inverclyde League of Hospital Friends £150
. Inverclyde Youth for Christ £150

. St John’s Church £350

——
—
—
——
——
—
——
——
—

P ——
Donations were also collected for Inverclyde Starter Packs, Smalls for All and Olive Tree

Palestine benefitted from the sale of £400 worth of Palestinian craftwork.

We would like to thank all who contributed in any way to such a successful season and we
look forward to restarting in September 2023.

Thanks,
Anne Armour and Fiona Webster
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Vhutshilo Mountain School 2023 Update

Last year was busy. Our goals, in how we provide services to our children and the community, were
challenged. Reflecting back on the impact VMS made on the community, we are grateful to have been
able to educate, feed and provide the necessary support needed to our vulnerable children and their
families. Many thanks to our funders, staff, collaborators, and friends who made this success possible. We
wish you a happy and successful 2023! |

The holidays are long over and it’s time for our children to return to ; \ .
school. We are eager to welcome our returning students back along p—
with the new ones joining us for the first time. The week prior to the .9
learners returning, the first week of January, our teachers were |
engaged in multiple meetings and coaching session. The training l
prepared teachers to ‘hit the ground running’ in regards to our -
commitment to the holistic development of vulnerable children.

The first week of the school year began on 11 January 2023, with
teachers and staff busy helping new students adjust to being back at
school and, for some, away from family for the first time. On 16
January once the new and returning children settled in, we began our
formal learning program.

Currently, school enrolment is at 91 students. Pre-school is at 37
students, grade R at 21 students, grade 1 at 22 students, and grade 2
with 11 students. We have three educators and two ECD
practitioners (student interns working towards preschool
certification) looking after our children, nine permanent staff and
three volunteers. Of these, 10 are female and two male. We are also
pleased to report that grade two is doing extremely well.

This year, children, teachers and staff celebrated Valentine’s Day in style. It was wonderful to see our
children in vibrant reds, enthusiastically expressing their energy and love. We are so grateful that VMS
continues to make good memories.

Challenges

Following the COVID-19 pandemic, our community saw businesses close and unemployment increased.
Many ‘grannies’ (primary caregivers to our children) passed away and domestic violence cases increased.
Daily, children lose their home due to the death or incarceration of a parent/guardian. Those most
effected are the children and women of our community. For the first time in the history of Venda, the
local children’s home has admitted more children into their care and are at their capacity. It is heart-
breaking to watch.

At VMS, we believe education is key. We are working hard to educate, increase food security and provide
support to the children and women in our community.

South Africa is experiencing huge electricity shortages. Our community is on an electric schedule. We
have power three hours during the day and three hours in the evening. When there is no power, there is
no water or internet. As we use borehole water at school, which we also share with the community, we
cannot pump water which results in no sanitizing and reverting back to outside toilets. Without electricity
it is difficult to make phone calls and impossible to purchase supplies at shops with a debit card. The
school has no backup power system making life without electricity slower and more challenging.
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Vhutshilo Mountain School 2023 Update Cont.

Term Four Recap

In October 2022, VMS was fortunate to be awarded a certificate of appreciation by the South Africa
Woolworths’ My School, My Village, My Planet Program. Woolworths is one of South Africa’s biggest
retail shops and it was an honour to be chosen as a recipient. We are very thankful for their support and
encouragement.

On 25 November 2022, we hosted a graduation ceremony for 16 grade R students. Guardians and
parents, staff from the department of education and social development, and community members
joined our ceremony.

Students put on a great show for the guests showcasing traditional dance, drama, and songs. The
children’s caregivers came to school very early in the morning and prepared lunch for students and
guests. After the ceremony, we ate and celebrated as one big happy family. It was a lovely day. The
graduates received certificates and top students were also recognised. There were many positive
responses from guests regarding our children's confidence and knowledge. This is a result of our
hardworking teachers and staff. We are grateful to have them on board!

During the December holiday, VMS provided 42 food parcels to needy families. These contain maize meal,
rice, cooking oil and other perishable and non-perishable food items. In January we distributed more food
parcels, including plastic and paper covers, pens, pencils and stick tape. We thank The Netcare
Foundation and other individual donors for making the donation of stationery items possible. Our
vegetable garden continue to provide for the school and food parcels. We are very appreciative of the
two women working and caring for the garden.

On behalf of the 91 children, staff members and the larger community, thank you for your continuous
support! It is vital and very much appreciated. It allows VMS to continue to educate and feed our
vulnerable children and families.

"For all you do—and for the kind, thoughtful way you do it—thank you."
Warmest regards,

Khathu Nemafhohoni, Director

Would you like someone to pray for you?

There’s no need or situation too small or too large to take to God in prayer — and research has shown that
people who are being prayed for have better outcomes, especially if they know that others are praying for
them, lifting them up before God and holding them in God’s light.

St. John'’s has a small group of people whose ministry is to pray for others, and they would be honoured
to pray for you or those you love. All prayer requests are prayed for daily for three months, and are held
in the strictest confidence, and you can give an update to the prayer team at any time.

Please send your prayer requests to Miss Anne Love:
Address: 17 St. Andrews Drive, Gourock, PA19 1HY

Email: anneeloveed@gmail.com
Text/WhatsApp: 07904 617283
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Serving in the St. John’s church community

There are a number of ways to serve in our church community as we work to be a beacon
of blessing!

There’s a new rota of readers for worship. If you’'d like to bring Scripture to life in the
sanctuary or pre-recorded for online (or both), or if you’d be interested in helping lead
worship in other ways, please contact Teri. Even if you have previously been a reader,
please contact her to be on the new updated list.

Would you be interested in joining the A/V team, doing sound or PowerPoint for worship
or other events in the sanctuary? Contact Anne Love.

We have a new church choir meeting on alternate Sundays after worship. For more info
please contact Philip, or just stay after worship one Sunday and see what it’s like! The
praise band is also taking new members! Contact Alison Bolster if you’re interested.

Can you help with tea and coffee after the service on Sundays? It involves setting up a bit
before the service (sometimes this is done in advance though), leaving during the last
hymn to make the tea/coffee, serving said tea/coffee, and then washing up afterwards.
With enough people on the rota it’s only a handful of times during the year, so please
contact Cameron to volunteer!

Our Bowl & Blether team can use more volunteers — people willing to come a bit early to
set up tables and chairs, serve/make soup and toasties, help with washing up, stand by the
door and welcome people, etc! If we have enough volunteers we may even be able to
open for a second day per month! If you’re interested, please contact Teri or Graham
Bolster.

Would you like to help organise a holiday club for the summer holidays? Can you
volunteer to help run the club when it’s happening? Please contact Teri or Graham Bolster.

Are you able to occasionally help with school chaplaincy events such as making and
bringing flasks of hot chocolate to the school for Firm Foundations? Please contact Teri and
she’ll put you on the list of people to call when these events arise (about 4-5 times per
year, with between 1-5 people needed per event).

The Pastoral Care group is up and running. If you’d like to help by making phone calls or
visits to people, or if you know someone who would appreciate calls or visits from a
pastoral care group member, please contact Ann Knox.

In addition to the Starter Packs collection box, we also have a Foodbank collection box at
the front door. These donations are currently delivered by one volunteer but if you’d like
to take a turn delivering to the Foodbank, please contact Anne Love.
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Gourock: St John's Church of Scotland
Registered in Scotland as a Charity: No. SC006412
www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GourockStJohns

All are welcome at our Sunday services in the sanctuary at 11am and
online anytime. Tea, coffee and biscuits are served in the Large Hall
after the service.

Minister: Rev. Teri Peterson, Manse 01475 632143, Mobile 07549
866888, tpeterson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk: Cameron Melville, 01475 630879

Assistant Session Clerk: Alan Aitken MBE, 01475 630368
Safeguarding Convenors: Joseph and Helen Heffernan

A d» ;m-' ek
Church Online

St. John’s is online — Sunday services, midweek Bible talks like Wine and the Word, weekly
emails, and more.

Visit our website at www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk to find all our Sunday services since
April 2020, and you’ll also find links to our YouTube channel and to sign up for the
weekly email so you never miss a reflection, devotion, or announcement. We send
maximum 2 emails per week and do not share your address with anyone.

Please share the videos and posts from our Facebook page and YouTube channel — it's an
easy way to spread the good news of what God is doing at St. John’s!


http://www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk
http://www.stjohns-gourock.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GourockStJohns

