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Church Groups &
Weekly Calendar

Sundays @ llam:

Weekly service followed by
choir practice in the
sanctuary

Wednesdays @ 7:30pm:
Bible Study in the manse

2nd & 4th Sundays @ 7pm:
Young Adult Bible Study in the
manse (also online)

Ist & 3rd Mondays @ 11:30am:
Bowl & Blether in the large
hall

Alternate Tuesdays @ 2pm:
Contact Group in the large
hall

Thursdays @ 2-4pm:
Indoor Bowling Group

Mondays @ 7pm:
Junior Section of Boys’
Brigade

Tuesdays @ 5.30pm:
Anchor Boys of Boys’ Brigade

Wednesday evenings:
Brownies @ 6pm
Guides @ 7.30pm

Thursdays @ 6pm:
Smurfs

Fridays @ 7pm:
Company Section of Boys’
Brigade

A Warm Welcome from the Minister

In the darkest days of winter, when we have so little daylight and
even that is often covered with cloud, I'm reminded that it’s
important we look for sparks of light that give us hope and joy.

Looking back on the amazing things God has done in St John'’s this
past several months is definitely a bright spot for me!

Being with all of you, sharing amazing experiences like writing a new
mission statement, the summer exploratorium holiday club, the BB
charity ball, the Inner Visions Art & Spirituality Festival, and the
smaller moments like laughing together over coffee or singing
together in worship, brighten up the dreary days for me for sure.

As we embrace a new year, looking back and looking forward, what
are the things that shed a bit of light into your life and your path?
What bright spots will carry you through the shadowed days and fill
your spirit to face what God has in store for us next?

Let’s share those stories of light and abundant life, because light
shared is light brightened and expanded, so more and more people
can see God’s love together through us.

Thank you for a wonderful second half of 2023, and as we enter
2024, may we do so as a family gathered in love, striving for justice
and joy, blessing the broken-hearted, and sharing the hope of God’s
kingdom.

Peace
Teri
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Christmas Post by St
John’s Youth Orgs

Thank you to everyone who
sent Christmas cards via St
John'’s Post for the youth
organisations to deliver. A
total of £440 was raised go
towards St John’s ministry
and youth projects.

A special ‘thank you’ to all
those who organised the
deliveries and ensured they
were posted on time!

Here’s some pictures
from our 125th
Anniversary Ball. Huge
thank you to all who
attended & supported our
Company as we marked
this milestone.

Here’s to many, many
more!

Youth Organisations:
2nd Gourock Boys’ Brigade Company

It was an extremely busy first half of the 2023-24 session as the
Company concluded our 125th Anniversary celebrations and moved
forward into year 126.

Our Charity Ball on Saturday 9 September in Greenock Town Hall
was the finest of finales to the 125th Anniversary celebrations.
Thanks to the generosity of “old boy” Kirk Beaton, local businesses
and all who attended, £38,000 was raised for JDRF, Glasgow
Children's Hospital Charity, Alzheimer Scotland and our own funds.

The new session has seen Anchors, Juniors and the boys of the
Company and Senior sections enjoy an action packed first half of the
BB session. The highlights so far included a visit from Hoots Owls for
the Anchor Boys, the Big Sleepover at The Glasgow Science Centre
for the Juniors and the Company & Seniors kicked off their
participation in the BB National Competitions.

In November, we attended the Remembrance Sunday service at
which Mr Bill Knox laid a poppy wreath on behalf of the congregation
at the anchor in the church grounds (pictured below),

We were heartbroken with the passing of long-serving officer George
Turner. George will be sadly missed by us all. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Margaret and George’s family at this difficult time.

We hope everyone at St John’s had a lovely Christmas and wish them
a happy and healthy New Year.

Alan Aitken MBE
Captain
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The Brownies have been
working hard on their First
Aid badge this session.

Brownies, Guides & leaders
in the Gourock District
were set a Scavenger Hunt
Challenge to find
Girlguiding items hidden in
21 Gourock shop windows.
They ranged from a
wooden owl wearing a
Promise badge to a Brownie
purse. The girls enjoyed
their challenge.

Youth Organisations:
Brownies & Guides

The Brownies have had an action packed session. They’ve been
working hard towards the Have Adventures theme award which to
gain, they had to complete Explore skill builders and the Aviation
interest badge. They learned how to make a compass, gained
knowledge of the Countryside Code, and learned what they were
allowed to pack in their suitcase for certain countries.

In October, Bob, Eunice and Stephanie from Greenock & District
Scouts Amateur Radio Club came to our meetings to help the girls
achieve the Girlguiding Remembrance Day 2023 Badge. During WW],
MIS hired 90 Guides to help at MI5 headquarters. The badge was
created in partnership with the Royal British Legion. The Scout
leaders therefore taught the girls Morse code and the phonetic

Here’s some pictures of our
Brownies having fun
undertaking tasks and
learning new skills as they
work towards their badges!

alphabet, which they used to speak to Scouts on the amateur radio.

We had a trip to Port Glasgow Town Hall to watch a stage version of
Frozen starring one of our own Brownies, Orlaigh. We all loved the
show and are all very proud of Orlaigh. We also joined other
Girlguiding members in the division to see the latest Disney film
Wish at the Waterfront Cinema.

Wishing everyone at St John’s a Happy New Year.

Norma Ramsay
Brown Owl
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Property Update

I’'m pleased to report that,
for the most part, our
properties are in good
condition.

This is due to the
outstanding commitment
of Tom Collins and those
who assist him.

We are truly blessed to
have such competent and
dedicated people prepared
to share their skills and
time with the church.

Joe Heffernan
Property Convenor

Gift Aid

We’re updating our Gift Aid
information to ensure
we’re claiming the correct
amounts. Please fill in a
new form, even if you’ve
done it before, to ensure
our records are up to date.

It makes a huge difference
to us being able to claim
Gift Aid, and we know
people’s circumstances
may have changed or
they’ve never completed a
form, so please click here
to access the form so we
can make the most of this
opportunity!

Forms are also available in
the church if needed.

Finance Update

I would like to begin by thanking everyone in the congregation for
their warm welcome since I started the role last year. I have felt really
at home since day 1 and look forward to continue working with you in
2024.

It goes without saying that St John'’s, like everywhere else, lives in
challenging times and it has therefore been encouraging to see the
positive responses from you all in the small changes to make better
use of the technologies available in the banking sense (unfortunately
that hasn’t been matched by the ability of the Bank to deliver, but we
are getting there).

We’re all well aware of the issues and changes every congregation
faces in the coming years, but am encouraged by the generosity of
everyone, with total giving of £50,815 during the nine months to
September. This, as well as all the other contributions which are
made in times and talents, is an excellent witness to our Lord’s
service.

While the facts and figures of the annual accounts will be the usual
mixture of good and not so good, we should all remain encouraged as
we look forward to 2024.

David Smith
Treasurer

Parish Assistant

This autumn we welcomed Charlene Mitchell as our new Parish
Assistant. We are so grateful to have her on our ministry team! She is
doing a lot of pastoral visiting, as well as learning about funerals and
worship leadership, and occasionally assisting with school
chaplaincy and holiday clubs.

Charlene works 12 hours a week for us, alongside her studies to
become a Church of Scotland Deacon. If you would like a pastoral
visit or call, please let her know. She can be reached by email at
CMitchell@churchofscotland.org.uk, or by phone on 07709 494525.

If you would like to donate to support the Parish Assistant line item
in the budget, please speak to Anne Love.
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Starter Packs’ Needs Starter Packs Inverclyde
Currently short of: As can be seen from the figures below, the service is still very much
¢ kitchen towels in demand.
e bathroom/kitchen Thank you to all who supported us through the Co-op Community
cleaner Fund. We received £3,706, which will be used for buying items for the
¢ cleaning cloths packs. Thank you also to those who contributed extra items in the
¢ shaving foam run up to Christmas.
* razors
e shampoo Please visit our Facebook page for more project updates.
* soap Sinal
. ingle - .
female deodorant Homes People Families | Children
Looking for good-quality: April 2023 44 29 15 24
¢ children’s duvet covers
* single sheets May 2023 47 30 17 37
e double duvet covers
¢ double sheets June 2023 34 18 16 25
January focus: July 2023 46 18 28 54
e washing up liquid
e bathroom/kitchen August 2023 49 21 28 42
cleaner
» teatowels September 2023| 23 13 10 14
Donations can be left in the October 2023 38 23 15 15
box at the front door of the
Church. November 2023 45 28 17 31
Opening hours: Total 326 180 146 242
9am-lpm, Mon-Thurs
Location:
Unit 2, Empress Court, St
Andrew St, Greenock, PA15
4RW
Email:
mail@starterpacksinvercly
de.co.uk
Tel: 01475 787141 g
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Funerals

Stephen Currie
Jim Hay

Betty Kemp

Jack Kemp

Ruby Haggerty
Nancy Mitchell
Kathleen Ramsay
Elaine Henderson
Norman Leitch
Doreen Mackie
Betty Johnstone
George Turner
Alex Fairhurst
Kenneth MacLeod
Dorothy Grey
Janet Giff

Baptisms
Millie and Flynn Mclver

Weddings
Paul Mulvaney & Allison
Crighton

Alan Marshall & Sharon
McKinnon

Glenn Thomson &Chloe
McAlpine

Safeguarding Update

If you suspect or witness harm or abuse, or it is reported to you, you
must immediately report it to me as your Safeguarding Coordinator.
You can contact me at 07775 850013. I will listen to your concerns
and report them to the Church’s Safeguarding Service.

The Church of Scotland’s Policy Statement concerning Safeguarding
states:

The Church of Scotland has a deep concern for the wholeness and
wellbeing of each individual. Through its Congregations, working
together with the Safeguarding Service and statutory agencies, the
Church seeks to safeguard the welfare of all people who come into
contact with the Church and its services.

The Gospel proclaims that it’s the responsibility of everyone within
the fellowship of the Church to prevent harm, be it physical, sexual
or emotional, and we will always seek to reduce risk.

The Church’s commitment to safeguarding reminds us that God
cares passionately about the welfare and wellbeing of all people.

Joe Heffernan
Safeguarding Coordinator

Winter Gift Day

The Kirk Session agreed to dedicate our
Gift Day offerings to Inverclyde Faith in
Throughcare, a local charity that aims to
provide a link for people returning from
prison to the community.

IFIT Support Worker Robbie Murdoch
o came along to our service on Sunday 10
+ December to share more about the

= charity’s work and in response, we

B raised £247.50 for their funds. We also

B donated gifts to ensure the participants
and their children received a Christmas
present. IFIT are hugely thankful to St
John'’s for our generosity - thank you

& cveryone!
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Mission Statement
(short version)

Gourock St. John’s is:

A family gathered in love,
striving for justice and joy,
blessing the broken-
hearted,

and sharing the hope of
God’s kingdom.

We sing this version of the
statement every Sunday as
the Bible is brought into the
sanctuary.

Huge thank you to Graham
Gardiner for composing a

tune for us to sing this to!

New Mission Statement

The Kirk Session has been discerning what God is calling us to be and
do for a few years now, and that has finally become clear in a way
that we’re able to formulate a new mission statement. Many thanks
to the elders and other members of our church family who worked
and prayed together to discern God’s voice for us in this time and
place!

We will use this mission statement to guide our decisions and
actions. Please join in praying that we may live up to this calling God
has given us!

Gourock St. John’s is:

A family gathered in love,
—all ages and experiences
sing and study together,
laugh and cry together,
grow in faith and life together.
We are not perfect, we are a work in progress
and there’s always room at Christ’s table for more,
so all are welcome!
striving for justice and joy,
—standing up for what'’s fair and right,
challenging systems that harm,
working toward a world that sustains us all,
joining our creativity with creation’s joy.
The Holy Spirit has work for us to do.
blessing the broken-hearted,
—walking alongside each other,
holding one another’s stories with grace,
sharing comfort and practical support,
with compassion and prayer.
and sharing the hope of God’s kingdom.
—standing on God’s promises,
trusting the Spirit’s leading,
we will be the hands and feet of Jesus,
serving with love, joy, and generosity.

Don’t forget! We are not perfect, we are a work in progress and
there’s always room at Christ’s table for more, so all are welcome!
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Here’s some pictures of All Aboard: Summer Exploratorium
the children, and the Our summer 2023 Exploratorium Holiday Club was a huge success!
volunteers, having fun Thanks to all the volunteers who gave countless hours painting
during our Summer trains, turning the large hall into the concourse of St John’s Central
Exploratorium! Station, preparing crafts and games and music and stories, donating

lunch food, running stations engaging children in learning about
different parts of the world and different tactile and sensory
experiences, and feeding them all breakfast, snacks and lunch!

It was an incredible week traveling with Jesus around different bible
stories, and to different countries. Children met the woman at the
well, a man who was healed by Jesus, the man who was helped by the
good Samaritan, the boy who shared his lunch with 5,000 people,
and Peter who didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet! They travelled to
Haiti, Malawi, Ukraine, India, and Yemen, learning about clean water,
food insecurity, the caste system, peace-making, and health. They
got to have their feet painted, and to make their own bagels and eat
them, and to play loads of percussion instruments.

At the end of the week the families gathered for a pizza party and
shared all they’d learned and experienced during the week. It was a
wonderful week offering hospitality, sharing God’s love, and learning
to travel with Jesus wherever we go.
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Here’s some pictures of
the art exhibition on
the opening night!

Inner Visions: Art and Spirituality Festival

In collaboration with Crow Cottage, we hosted two weeks of an art
exhibition by local artists, including professionals, high school
students, and members of the public who participated in fused glass
workshops with Alec Galloway. It was an incredible festival. The
community turned out to enjoy the art and the conversation, and
there was a great buzz around the place throughout the two weeks!

Many people came in who’d never been here before, and St John’s
hospitality became legendary. The conversations that were
happening both during the event and around town were amazing, as
people shared their own spiritual journeys, experiences of God, and
ways that creativity helped them process grief, express love and
beauty, and find peace.

In addition to the smashing success of the opening night, we enjoyed
a lecture by Alec Galloway that invited us to look more closely at our
own life stories to see what threads were making their way through
and perhaps pointing us to our place in God’s bigger picture; a
discussion with the professional artists about their experience
creating art as a way of expressing their connection to their soul and
the world; a Spirituality Cafe night where we thought about and gave
thanks for the people who have been like a Saint Andrew for us, and
all who are in our own great cloud of witnesses; and group visits to
the exhibition by our youth organisations and the Moorfoot Primary
P4 class, who looked for the stories in each painting and then made
their own drawings of things that fill their spirits.

The idea for this festival came during a conversation in worship
several months ago, when we asked “what have we never done
before” —and behold, now it’s something we have done, and it was a
success! We look forward to how God builds on this and what other
new things might be possible!

Many thanks to Clyde Presbytery and the Inverclyde Community
Development Fund for grants that enabled this festival to be such a
success.
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