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| would like to start by extending our heartfelt thank you to you for being part of
this journey with us, and your commitment to help us make a positive impact in
our community is greatly appreciated. There is a saying that “children learn to be
kind by experiencing kindness. Not by being told to be kind.”

This term has been very exciting for both students and the staff. The learning pro-
cess is going well in the classroom. We have children as young as 3 years’ old who
are able to write, and our 4 year olds are writing and reading. The learning is going
as planned, and we are very grateful to our educational staff for their dedication.
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Mother’s day’s
celebration

On the 8th of Students both boys and girls came dressed like mothers
as we celebrate all kinds of mothers in our life. Children
May 2024 we looks so cute in their outfits as they imitate mothers in

celebrated picking vegetables from garden,

mother's day cooking and cleaning. Here in Venda mothers are the one
here who takes care of the household and it was very touch-

ing that children as young as there are notices how much
at VMS, mothers do at home.

We encourage the older children to help at home
especial the boys.

17 May pyjamas party

On May 17, 2024, we hosted a pyjama party for our kids as
we welcomed the winter season. Both teachers and kids
came dressed up in their colourful sleepwear.

The classrooms were decorated, and we read bedtime
stories. We would like to thank all the parents, communi-
ty, and staff who also donated second-hand pyjamas, so
all our kids dressed up for the activities and loved them.
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Birthday celebration

Our first birthday celebration for
pre-schoolers (ages 1-4 years old) was
held on June 11, 2024.

I'm very grateful to have the opportunity to
create beautiful memories with children,
i and for some kids, it's their first birthday
Thanks to our dedicated cake.

staff, who went all out with .

. On June 12, 2024, our 51 primary school stu-
deC(_)ratmg the classroom, dents (ages 5 to 7 years old) celebrated their
Mmusic, presents for each birthdays at Lavero Lifestyle Lodge, about
child. and a beautiful 10 km from the school in Tshavhalovhedzi

. village.
picture.
The children were given the royal treatment;
the hall decoration, playground, and food
were so delicious.

Thank you very much, Lavero management
and staff, for giving our children the best
birthday celebration.
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Father’s day
celebration

On June 14, 2024, we celebrate Father's
Day with all our students dressed up
like fathers, and the kids look so great.
We take this time to appreciate all the
fathers out there, the uncles, big broth-
ers, and grandfathers. The kids had so
much fun on the day.

Vegetable
garden

Our vegetable garden continues to pro-
duce fresh vegetables to feed the chil-
dren and community. | currently have
fresh cabbages, beetroots, spinach, and
tomatoes. We appreciate our dedicated
staff and the volunteers who come to
volunteer in the garden.

Outreach Programme

On July 4, 2024, we hosted a support group meeting for nine HIV+ children aged 7 to nine
years old. Their parents or guardians were referred to us by health workers at the local clinics
after noticing that children were taking treatment but their health was not improving. This
was their first meeting, so we talked about the medication and what the medication does.

Children were advised about healthy eating and the importance of taking medicine on
time. During the meeting, we discovered that some children were being given the wrong
dosage, and we referred them to the clinic for verification. We would like to thank the
Phadzima clinic for making special arrangements for the doctor to check all the children
taking ARV treatment, ensuring they have the right ARV dosage. The hospital also conduct-
ed a home visit to the children with challenges in adherence. After the home visits, we all
agreed that the biggest issue affecting child adherence is still stigma and not disclosing the
HIV status to the children and other members of the family. VMS is still committed to help
children and people living with HIV/AIDS to live a healthy productive live, free from stigma.
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